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DETAILED ACTION 
CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 25,29 and 31 are the independent claims under consideration in this 
Office Action. 

Claims 26-28,30,32 and 33 are the dependent claims under consideration in this 
Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 25-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Referring to claims 25,29 and 31 , last line (and last two lines in claim 31 ), 
"maintaining the garment article in inventory" is unclear. In broad terms, the claims 
define a process for providing a garment with a label after manufacture of the garment. 
However, there is no information defined on the label, or the garment, concerning an 
ability to keep track of the garment during inventorying of the garment. Providing a 
broad/ general "maintaining the garment in inventory" statement does not define 
anything beyond what is a typical desired goal of any manufacturing plant, clothing store 
or product distribution business, and as such, carries little patentable weight. In this 
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case, it is unclear how the garment is kept in inventory since there is no identifier on the 
garment or label which would facilitate this (say, through inventory information on the 
attached label). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 29,31 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Feldman (5,423,139). 

Feldman teaches a garment 30 including a label 10 having information useful 
during inventory. The garment includes a point of attachment for the label and where a 
portion is provided which is removable from the garment for placement on the hanger 
specifically supporting the garment at the point of sale (column 2, line 49). The garment 
is provided with a label portion and the separated portion includes inventory information 
where a store may keep track of the available amount of garment at hand. The 
attachment of the label onto the hanger involves the steps of separating the label 
portion from the garment and a second step of attaching the label to the garment- 
supporting hanger. Accordingly, the garment is maintained in inventory. Further, a 
second label is provided having private information about the product and used as an 
aesthetic cover for the removable label. 
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Claims 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Magill et 
al. (5,658,647). 

Magill et al. teach a garment labeling system for providing a garment with label 
90 inserted and attached to the garment 30 and including inventory information useful 
for maintaining the garment in inventory. Magill et al. teach an apparatus for feeding 
and attaching the label to the garment. The labeling system of Magill et al. is such that 
if there were a demand for more garments, the apparatus would print out more labels 
and attach them to more garments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Farrelly et al. (4,576,68) in view of Magill et al. 

Farrelly et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed. Farrelly et al. teach 
a process for providing a point of attachment for a label on a garment. Farrelly et al. 
Teach the process comprising a bonding agent 16 sewn to the garment 14 as a point of 
attachment for a label placed thereon after the manufacture of the garment. The label is 
placed at the point of attachment and attached by the purchaser after manufacture of 
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the garment. Attaching the label comprising steps of no more that placing the label at 
the point of contact and a second step of bonding the label at the point of contact using 
a heat activated pressure tool 26. However, Farrelly et al., do not suggest maintaining 
the garment article in inventory. 

Magill et al. teach a garment labeling system for providing a garment with label 
90 inserted and attached to the garment 30 and including inventory information useful 
for maintaining the garment in inventory. Magill et al. teach an apparatus for feeding 
and attaching the label to the garment. The labeling system of Magill et al. is such that 
if there were a demand for more garments, the apparatus would print out more labels 
and attach them to more garments. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to construct the label of Farrelly et al. as including 
inventory information printed thereon and attaching the label to the garment after 
manufacture. Providing the label attachable to the garment with inventory information 
would allow the store or distributor to keep track of how many garment are available and 
if the number of such garments is small then more garments can be ordered. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 25-28,30 and 32 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Howell et al. illustrate a method and apparatus for feeding and 
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sewing labels to a garment. La Velle et al. Illustrate a collar construction for a garment. 
Halperin illustrates a garment including a double label on a garment. Hildebrandt 
illustrates a system for coordinating garments through use of a label system. 
Vachtsevanos et al. Illustrate an article with a label capable of retrofit to the article 
where inventory information is available on the label. Freeman illustrates an attachable 
label for placement on a garment usable at the point of sale of the garment. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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